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™ the spriﬁg of 1831 my grandfather, John Johmston, with
a number of his Jowntown neighbors decided to build a row of
houses for themselves on the north side of Weshington Sguare,
which was then s¢ far uptowm that 1t was, for all practicai pUr -
poses, in the country. They agreed upon similar plans and all the
houses iu the present block betwoen University Place and Fifth
Avenue were contracted for at the same time. The land belomged
to the corporation of the Sailors' Snug Harbor, but the dwellings
were owned by the various gentlemen who erec’ed them.

The original plan provided for lots of about 27 feet front and
this is the width of the first five houses from University Placs -
thet is, Wos. 1,2,3,4,5 and 8, but from No.T to No.l3 they ere wider,
these seven houses having been erected on nine lots. ¥r. Johnston
gecured two of these 30 foolt plots and, wishing to obltain a wider
houze Tor himsslf, retained 52% feet for his own residence, %o .7,
building No.6 upon the remsining 275 faet.

¥hile the house was being built ¥Wr. Johnston and his family
"took a journey" to Europe. They traveled extenslvely end everyvwhere
were buying articles or ordering them for their own house, with usually
duplicates for his neighbors, Mr. MeGregor and Mr. Alley. Very likely
more of the howses on the Square also proflted by ¥r. Johnston's orders
in their behalf.

In the Tell of 1833 the Jonnston femily returned from abrosd
and moved inte their new home "on the Square" in November, 1833.

Just & viord about "The Square®™. PFifth Avenue began and ended

there - an oblong squars, as you might call it, resching from University
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.Place on the east te MeDougall Strest on the west. There was &
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fence all around it, wooden I think, and a wide hedse of bushes

and plants was next to the fence. In the centre it was all green
graes with meny trees and criss-cross paths, & fountain in the middle.
Between that and ths hedge was a broad earthen pathway where the
troops used to perade and the park wes then called "Washington Parade
Grounﬁ“.

The oxtsriors of the houses were all alike exvepbing for trifling
differences in the front doors, and the fittings within were in many
ways similar, The mantels, for instancs, were beautifully cerved. They
had bean orderad by bohn Johneton in lLeghorn, Italy, end were made of
statuary merble. Duplicatss of his own mentels and cother things were
ordered by him, especially for his neighbors, MriMoGregor eand Mr. Alley,
snd posaibly for some of his other neighbors. All the docres on the
first floors were of the handsomest mahogany with silver plated hard-
ware and hinges. The same French zilt and bronze chandeliers, with
candelabras to match, were aleo to be found fn a number of the houses.

£11 the furniture which Duncan Phyfe had made for the Johngton's
first house at 16 Gresnwich Street, wes ready for the new home on Washe
ington Square, end Phyfe had made many new pisccs to fit the larger
houss. It is rether amusing to find that Dunean Phyfe furnished all
their mattresses and pillows as well as furniture.

¥y grandfather, John Johnston, lived 2t No.7 until the time of
his desath in 1851. I, his Pirst grendehfild end born in his house, was
then three months old. My zrendsother survived him until 187%, when

she dizd in her 97th year. It was during thess later years, when Mrs.

Richard Alsop, Mrs. Seul Alley, Mrs. John Johmston, ¥rs. John MeGregor,Jr,,
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Mrs. George Griswold and Mrs. John G, Green, all intimate friends
who had lost their héisbands, that this block hecame known as "Widowsa!
Row'.

At my grendmother's death in 1879 Wo.7 was left by will to my
father, John Taylor Johunston, but on Christmas Day of that year he
gave it tc me, and since then my husband, Robert W. de Forest, and I,
with all our children have lived here, with much joy and contentment.

As time passed several of the houses in "the Row" ceme into the
market. No.l1l,¥0.2,¥c.5 and Ho.6, also ¥o.B Washington Square, We
bought them mll, partly to proteot ocur light and air in the rear and
partly so that we might sell these houses to friends whom we would like
to have as neighbors. We later gave No.l to our daughter, Frances de
Porest Stewart, and 80l1d Yos. 2, 5 and 8 %o friends. .No.s we did not
sell because we wished to prevent any second story addition being put
on the rear of the houss, which would have been disastrous for us.

The interiors of the houses were very much alike - a larpe parloer
in front and an equally large drewing room in the rear, beyond that a
deep piazza with steps leading down to the garden. The femily dining
room was the front basement room, & nice sunny room, but whenever my
grandmother gave & formal "dimmer=party”™ or a "coffee-drinking™ it was
always in the drawing room. ©She could sest twenty=four at her Duncen
Phyfe dining table, whieh is still used by me. There was no Croton
weter in those earliest days. Fach house had a rain water cistern under
the prass plot in the garden end usually one, a smaller one, under the

fromt grass pldt, right next to the coal ghuts. After Croton was rut
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in she had one faucet in her own dressing room. The kitchen was in
the rear and & small 1&undry; The pleasantest room in the house was
the Librery, the secord story front room {now my bedrcom). Here Duncen
Thyfe had erected tall book cases almost reacning the celling, with a
gecret desk in one of them.

Ir. this spscious house there were few bedrooms, orly twe or the
secord floor axd four oz the third floor, but then btrundle beds couvld
5t11] be pulled out from under the big four postera.

In the meentine, with a growing famlily the de Forests really nceded
rore thean two roome on the first flcor, especislly as we now used the
drawing room &5 & dirning room. And there wes still another reeson. My
father hed died in ¥arch, 1893, end ws had inherited many of his plee
tures and objlects dtart. Therefore, it must ke a large room with s
skylight for our pictures, while lewer wainscet bookshelves would held
our books.

In Februsry, 1885, the new Iibrary was orened. It seemed as if
we wouléd never need more rooms! But my husband and I were born colleo-
torsl Tor years we hed been-interested in Folk pottery, buying whenever
we traveled abroad such decoreted peasant ware &s they made for thelr
own use and such indeed as was sold on the ground in thelr netive rarket
places, or carried from rlace to place on the becks of donkeys. Such
artiecles #@ had bought in Serrmery, Italy, Spain, Pelciur, Tndis, Rgypl,
Tunisg, Mexleo and from our Irdiwns in the Southwesl, 8lso many pleces
had been brouzht beek to ve by synpathetic friends from Soulh America
. and other distent countries. X.J. de Fo finally declded to bring to-

gether 813 these tfeasures 50 she rented & srell stable on the Mews
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where she sssembled all her poltery, but much more room was needed! -

A1l this time we realized that one reason for keeping MNo.8 in
cur own hands wns because we might need to use for our owh purposes
some of the very large yerd in the rear of the house. In 139035 we felt
that tha.time for this enlarging of cur own borders had arrived. 1Mo,

& Washington Square was noh rented that yeer so we were at perfect li-
berty to take yossessicn of scme 25 feet on the rear of thet lot and

on it we built, opening cut of our Library, & "Studio" room on tha

2iret floor for pletures end Japsnese oarvings, and beneath 1t a Polltery
Yuseum, with gless museum cazes.

In Jaruvary, 1904, R.%W. and B.J. de Foregt, with friends, went to
Yexico in & private car and speut about six weceks thers. They bought
large gquantities of follt pottery in the wvarious ¥exieen warket places.
They &lso purchasged & number of very beautiful specimens of the encient
Mexicen Talavers ware, but not, of course, &s Folk polttery. This latter
collection was later given te the Netropoliten Yuseuwr of Art. Meanwhile
the folk poittery was a&ll installed in the new Museum we had built, and
on April 19,1905, we had a very interesting "Pottery Reception" there,
To tals were invited all cur most artistic friends, especislly those
who had helped us in eellecting.

The Fottery Collection beceawe gruadvally s consideralle care for
me. T could net let anybody else ¢lenn the pleces or wash off the
shelves except mysell and it wus very fatiguing work., 1 decided, therew
fore, to give it to tThe Pennsylvenis Museur in Philedelphis where they
had a fine place with plenty of light to show it. TIn Sertember, 1931,

I pave it all to them.
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